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The relevance of the U.S. Patent Nos. 4,829,453, 5,220,614, 5,224,176, and 5,494,147 is 
discussed in Applicant's specification at page 3. The relevance of the U.S. Patent No. 
5,042,650 is discussed in Applicant's specification at page 4. 

Applicant would also like to draw the Examiner's attention to the following: 

Commonly owned U.S. Patent No. 6,640,232 that issued on October 28, 2003, of which 
the present invention is a continuation-in-part; 

Commonly owned and co-pending application Serial No. 10/1 13,990 filed Apr. 1, 2002, 
which is also a continuation-in-part of the above-mentioned U.S. Patent No. 6,640,232; and 

Commonly owned U.S. Patent No. 6,366,899 that issued on April 4, 2002, of which the 
above-mentioned U.S. Patent No. 6,640,232 is a divisional application. 

A copy of each of the foreign references is enclosed herewith along with Form PTO- 
1449. It is requested that they be fully considered and made of record in this case. 
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